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R i c h a r d J. G u i m o n d ^̂ -- ~D e p u t y A s s i s t a n t A d m i n i s t r a t o r <3>fc3 C ]U . S . E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c y ^^H *•O f f i c e o f S o l i d W a s t e a n d Emergency R e s p o n s e o r n ' - 1 o4 0 1 M S t r e e t , S . W .W a s h i n g t o n , B.C. 20460
R E : S u m m a r y - o f - S e p t e m b e r 1 5 , 1992 M e e t i n g C o n c e r n i n gE P A ' s Propo s ed L i s t i n g o f t h e Richard s on F l a t ^S i t e , S u m m i t C o u n t y , U t a h , o n t h e N a t i o n a l P r i o r i -

t i e s L i s t . '
Dear M r . G u i m o n d :

Pursuant to your request for a w r i t t e n summary, thef o l l o w i n g i s a summary of the m e e t i n g h e l d in C o n g r e s s m a n W a y n eO w e n s ' o f f i c e o n S e p t e m b e r 1 5 , 1992 , c onc ern ing E P A ' s p r o p o s e dl i s t i n g o f the. R i c h a r d s o n F l a t s i t e , S u m m i t C o u n t y , U t a h , o n t h eN a t i o n a l P r i o r i t i e s L i s t ( " N P L " ) .
Congre s sman W a y n e Owens requested t h i s m e e t i n g becauseof his concern that a number of pro c edura l and s u b s t a n t i v e irreg-u l a r i t i e s have occurred i n E P A ' s a n a l y s i s o f t h e Richard son F l a ts i t e . C o n g r e s s m a n Owens was c a l l e d away f r o m the m e e t i n g at thela s t m i n u t e by an e m e r g e n c y , . and J o s h u a S h e i n k m a n , A d m i n i s t r a t i v eA s s i s t a n t to C o n g r e s s m a n Owens, cha i r ed the m e e t i n g in Congres s-m a n O w e n s ' absence. M r . . H a n k R o t h w e l l , P r e s i d e n t o f U n i t e d ParkC i t y M i n e s C o m p a n y , M r . E d w i n L . O s i k a , J r . , E x e c u t i v e V i c e Pres-i d e n t o f U n i t e d P a r k C i t y M i n e s C o m p a n y , a n d Rosemary J . B e l e s s ,a t t o r n e y f o r U n i t e d Park C i t y M i n e s C o m p a n y , were i n a t t e n d a n c ea t t h e m e e t i n g . M r . Richard J . G u i m o n d , D e p u t y A s s i s t a n t A d m i n -i s t r a t o r , U . S . Environmenta l P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c y , Barbara 0 , Bach,Environmenta l S c i e n t i s t w i t h t h e U . S . Environmenta l P r o t e c t i o nA g e n c y , and two a d d i t i o n a l EPA s t a f f members also a t t e n d e d them e e t i n g .
A t t h e m e e t i n g , M s . B e l e s s , a t t o r n e y f o r U n i t e d P a r kC i t y M i n e s C o m p a n y , e x p l a i n e d that t h i s m e e t i n g w a s requestedbecause U n i t e d P a r k C i t y M i n e s C o m p a n y i s e x t r e m e l y concerned
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t ha t someone a t EPA i s d e t e r m i n e d t o l i s t th e R i c h a r d s o n F l a tT a i l i n g s s i t e i n S u m m i t C o u n t y , U t a h , o n t h e N P L i n s p i t e o f t h ef a c t t ha t t h e s c i e n t i f i c , q u a n t i f i e d , a n a l y t i c a l d a t a wh i ch E P Ah a s c o l l e c t e d f o r t h i s s i t e does n o t s u p p o r t such a . l i s t i n g . I nf a c t , such l i s t i n g a p p e a r s t o c o n t r a d i c t E P A ' s o w n a n a l y t i c a lr e p o r t s . F o r i n s t a n c e , E P A ' s 1989 S u p p l e m e n t a l S i t e I n s p e c t i o nRepor t c o n c l u d e s there i s no r e l e a s e to s u r f a c e water f r o m theR i c h a r d s o n F l a t s i t e , a n d E P A ' s 1988 A n a l y t i c a l R e s u l t s R e p o r t ,f o r A m b i e n t A i r a n d R e s i d e n t i a l C h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n a t P r o s p e c t o rS q u a r e , P a r k C i t y , U t a h , c o n c l u d e s tha t t h e r e i s n o a i r r e l e a s eo f c o n t a m i n a n t s f r o m R i c h a r d s o n F l a t t o P r o s p e c t o r S q u a r e , w h i c hi s t h e c l o s e s t p o p u l a t i o n c en t er .
B a c k g r o u n d o f E P A ' s P r o p o s e d L i s t i n g

M s . Bel e s s th en e x p l a i n e d t h e background o f E P A ' s pro-po s ed l i s t i n g . S h e s t a t e d t ha t E P A f i r s t p r o p o s e d t o l i s t t h eR i c h a r d s o n F l a t s i t e in 1988 on the bas i s of a 1985 s u r f a c e waters a m p l i n g i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n which E P A ' s c o n t r a c t o r d i d n o t t ak e as u r f a c e water s a m p l e d o w n s t r e a m f r o m t h e Richard son F l a t s i t e .I n i t s Comment s t o E P A , U n i t e d P a r k C i t y M i n e s C o m p a n y ( " U n i t e dP a r k " ) p o i n t e d ou t that the s u r f a c e water s a m p l i n g s t u d y con-t a i n e d no downs t r eam s a m p l e .
I n r e s p o n s e t o U n i t e d P a r k ' s C o m m e n t s , E P A caused a n e ws u r f a c e water s a m p l i n g s t u d y ( w i t h both u p s t r e a m and downstream• s a m p l e s ) to be c onduc t ed at the s i t e in 1989 in order to f i n d outi f there was any re l ea s e of c on taminant s into the s u r f a c e waterf r o m t h e R i c h a r d s o n F l a t s i t e . E P A ' s n e w s t u d y d e f i n i t i v e l y con-c luded that there was no re l ea se to s u r f a c e water f r o m R i c h a r d s o nF l a t :
A n a l y t i c a l r e s u l t s o f s u r f a c e water a n d s ed i -ment s a m p l e s c o l l e c t e d f r o m S i l v e r Cre ek a n dthe d i v e r s i o n d i t c h do not s u p p o r t anobserved re l ease o f c o n t a m i n a n t s t o s u r f a c ewater .

* * *
In summary, no observed r e l e a s e of con-t a m i n a n t s a t t r i b u t a b l e t o th e s i t e ha s beenc l e a r l y d o c u m e n t e d . [ E P A ' s 1989 S u p p l e m e n t a lS i t e I n s p e c t i o n R e p o r t , p p . 2 1 a n d 2 3 . 3



Richard J . GuimondN o v e m b e r 24 , 1992P a g e 3

W i t h n o r e l ea s e t o s u r f a c e w a t e r , Richard son F l a tscored so low under the old H a z a r d Ranking S y s t e m that EPAd r o p p e d t h e s i t e f r o m c o n s i d e r a t i o n f o r t h e N P L o n F e b r u a r y 1 1 ,1991.
N o w , w i t h n o a d d i t i o n a l t e s t i n g , s a m p l i n g , o r s t u d i e sp e r f o r m e d , a t t h e s i t e , EPA i s a g a i n p r o p o s i n g t o l i s t R i c h a r d s o nF l a t o n t h e N P L under t h e n e w H a z a r d R a n k i n g S y s t e m .

S u r f a c e W a t e r
M r . O s i k a th en e x p l a i n e d some o f t h e s u b s t a n t i v e prob-lems i n E P A ' s p r o p o s e d l i s t i n g c o n c e r n i n g s u r f a c e water issues.M r . O s i k a s t a t e d that because E P A ' s o w n s t u d y conc lude s there i sno r e l e a s e t o s u r f a c e w a t e r , EPA a p p a r e n t l y a t t e m p t s t o c o n t r i v ea r e l e a s e to s u r f a c e w a t e r by means of p h o t o g r a p h s and the inac-curate a n d i n c o n s i s t e n t r e c o l l e c t i o n s o f E P A ' s c o n t r a c t o r s . T h ep r o b l e m w i t h E P A ' s a t t e m p t t o show a r e l ea s e t o s u r f a c e water b ymeans o f p h o t o g r a p h s i s t h a t the a e r i a l and on- s i t e p h o t o g r a p h scannot and do not show a r e l ea s e of t a i l i n g s to s u r f a c e wa t er .I t i s p h y s i c a l l y i m p o s s i b l e , v i s u a l l y o r p h o t o g r a p h i c a l l y , t o"observe releases" o f t a i l i n g s in to s u r f a c e wa t e r , s ince the nat-ural s o i l in the area ( a l l u v i u m d e r i v e d f r o m l o ca l tan to g r a yv o l c a n i c r o c k s ) i s e a s i l y m i s t a k e n f o r " t a i l i n g s " ( l i g h t g r a y i nc o l o r ) .
Mr. O s i k a th en showed the g r o u p a p h o t o g r a p h o f na tura lv o l c a n i c a l l u v i u m at the s i t e and a p h o t o g r a p h o f t a i l i n g s , andM r . Osika e x p l a i n e d t h a t t h e t a i l i n g s , a n d t h e na tura l v o l c a n i ca l l u v i u m cannot be d i s t i n g u i s h e d by color or in the p h o t o g r a p h s .O n l y s a m p l i n g and a n a l y s i s can show a " r e l ea s e o f t a i l i n g s " i n t ot h e s u r f a c e w a t e r , a n d E P A ' s o w n s a m p l i n g a n d a n a l y s i s showedthat t h e r e w a s n o r e l e a s e f r o m R i c h a r d s o n F l a t i n t o t h e s u r f a c ewater . Mr. Osika al so p r e s e n t e d p h o t o g r a p h s a t the m e e t i n g whichshowed the r e v e g e t a t i o n o f the s i t e . E n c l o s e d h e r e w i t h are cop-i e s o f t h e p h o t o g r a p h s w h i c h Mr. Os ika p r e s e n t e d a t t h e m e e t i n g .
Mr. Osika al so e x p l a i n e d that EPA has a t t e m p t e d to con-t r i v e a "re l ea s e to s u r f a c e water" by means of the i n a c c u r a t e andi n c o n s i s t e n t r e c o l l e c t i o n s o f E P A ' s c o n t r a c t o r s . H e s t a t e d thatEPA l o c a t e d one e m p l o y e e o f i t s c o n t r a c t o r , two years a f t e r thee m p l o y e e was at the R i c h a r d s o n F l a t s i t e , and asked the e m p l o y e ei f , " t o t h e best o f h i s r e c o l l e c t i o n , " t h e t a i l i n g s e x t e n d e d i n t oS i l v e r C r e e k . T h e e m p l o y e e i n d i c a t e d t h a t " t o t h e best o f h i sr e c o l l e c t i o n " t h e y d i d . H o w e v e r , h i s r e c o l l e c t i o n i s i n a c c u r a t e .
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T h e e m p l o y e e ' s o b s e r v a t i o n s , s a m p l i n g , a n d a n a l y s i s a r e c o m p i l e di n t h e E P A 1989 S u p p l e m e n t a l S i t e I n s p e c t i o n R e p o r t whi ch showsno r e l e a s e in to s u r f a c e wa t e r and no t a i l i n g s contac t w i t h sur-f a c e water .
Mr. O s i k a a l s o e x p l a i n e d that EPA uses, a s a b a s i s , f ori t s s c o r i n g , th e revised r e c o l l e c t i o n o f a s t a t e e m p l o y e e whow a l k e d around the s i t e t a k i n g mea sur emen t s , but did not t ak e anys a m p l e s o r p e r f o r m a n y t e s t i n g . T h e s t a t e e m p l o y e e s u b m i t t e d amemorandum s u m m a r i z i n g h i s s i t e v i s i t , w i t h o u t a n y m e n t i o n o f ar e l e a s e t o s u r f a c e water. T w o month s l a t e r , t h e e m p l o y e e revi s edh i s memorandum t o s a y " T a i l i n g s s l o u g h i n g i n t o a d i v e r s i o n d i t c hwere observed." H o w e v e r , the s t a t e e m p l o y e e t o o k no s a m p l e o fthe m a t e r i a l , and t h e r e f o r e , he could not know if the m a t e r i a l hea l l e g e d l y observed w a s t a i l i n g s o r t h e n a t i v e v o l c a n i c a l l u v i u m .H i s r evi s ed memorandum a l s o c o n t r a d i c t s h i s o r i g i n a l memorandum.
L i k e w i s e , M r . Os ika s t a t e d tha t E P A i n c o r r e c t l y ca l cu-l a t e d t h e w e t l a n d f r o n t a g e f o r t h e s c o r i n g o f t h e s i t e , i n a p p a r -ent d i s r e g a r d to HRS g u i d a n c e on t h i s s u b j e c t , and t h e r e f o r e ,g r o s s l y o v e r - e s t i m a t e d t h e w e t l a n d f r o n t a g e area.
Mr. O s i k a th en asked why EPA i s c r e a t i n g t h i s t enuous ,u n s c i e n t i f i c , u n s u b s t a n t i a t e d i n f o r m a t i o n in an a t t e m p t to show ar e l e a s e t o s u r f a c e wat er when E P A ' s o w n s a m p l i n g a n d a n a l y s i sshow no r e l ea s e .

A i r
Ms. Bel e s s then s t a t e d t h a t EPA scored a r e l e a s e to a irf r o m the s i t e on the bas i s of one air s a m p l e taken in 1986 —even t h o u g h t h a t o n e a i r s a m p l e d i d n o t exceed E P A ' s o w n ambientair s t a n d a r d s . Ms. B e l e s s t h en asked why no c o n s i d e r a t i o n wasgiven t o t h e f a c t t h a t , since E P A ' s 1986 a i r t e s t , U n i t e d Parkhas, at i t s own e x p e n s e , covered a lmo s t the e n t i r e - t a i l i n g s areaw i t h t o p s o i l and has seeded and r e v e g e t a t e d the area.
M r . G u i m o n d th en asked f o r s p e c i f i c d e t a i l s c o n c e r n i n gU n i t e d P a r k ' s work o n c o v e r i n g t h e s i t e .
Mr. Osika e x p l a i n e d tha t s ince 1983 U n i t e d Park has, a ti t s own e x p e n s e , covered th e t a i l i n g s area w i t h c l e a n t o p s o i l andh a s s e eded t h e area w i t h n a t i v e p l a n t s a n d g e n e r a l l y r e v e g e t a t e dth e area. T h i s c o v e r i n g and r e v e g e t a t i o n p r o g r a m i s now a p p r o x i -m a t e l y 75-80% c o m p l e t e . M r . R o t h w e l l t h en added t ha t U n i t e d P a r k
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ha s , v o l u n t a r i l y and at i t s own e x p e n s e , covered the t a i l i n g sarea w i t h t o p s o i l ( i n excess o f 5 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 cubic f e e t ) a n d h a ss eeded and r e v e g e t a t e d the area in order to p r e c l u d e any p o t e n -t i a l dust p r o b l e m .
M s . Bel e s s t h e n asked t h e ' f o l l o w i n g q u e s t i o n s concern-i n g E P A ' s s c o r i n g o f a n a i r r e l e a s e a t t h e s i t e :

1. Why has EPA i g n o r e d its own c o n c l u s i o n in its1988 P r o s p e c t o r S q u a r e A i r Repor t t h a t t h e t a i l i n g s a tR i c h a r d s o n F l a t do no t c o n t r i b u t e t o a ir c o n t a m i n a t i o n a tP r o s p e c t o r Square? [ P r o s p e c t o r Square i s that p o r t i o n o fP a r k C i t y w h i c h i s c l o s e s t t o R i c h a r d s o n F l a t . ] E P A ' s o w n1988 Repor t s t a t e s :
T h e t a i l i n g s pond a t R i c h a r d s o n F l a t d i dnot a p p e a r to c o n t r i b u t e to c o n t a m i n a n tl e v e l s at P r o s p e c t o r Square on any ofth e s a m p l i n g days t ha t w ind s wererecorded b l o w i n g f r o m Richard s on F l a t t oP r o s p e c t o r S q u a r e . I t t h e r e f o r e a p p e a r stha t mea surab l e l e v e l s o f c o n t a m i n a n t swere not b lown the 1.5 m i l e d i s t a n c ebetween the two s i t e s by w i n d s w i t haverage s p e e d s of 10 to 30 m i l e s perhour. [ E P A ' s 1988 P r o s p e c t o r S q u a r e A i rR e p o r t , p . 2 3 . ] " '
2. Why is there no c o n s i d e r a t i o n tha t m o u n t a i n sf o r m a barrier in th e a i r p a t h w a y between R i c h a r d s o n F l a ta n d P a r k C i t y , t h e o n l y r e l evan t p o p u l a t i o n c ent er?
3. Why has EPA i g n o r e d the f a c t that i t s a irs a m p l e s f r o m R i c h a r d s o n F l a t d o n o t exceed E P A ' s o w n ambienta i r s t a n d a r d s , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e ambient a i r s t a n d a r d f o rl ead?
4. Why has EPA i g n o r e d the e x t e n s i v e h e a l t ht e s t s on r e s i d e n t s o f P r o s p e c t o r S q u a r e whi ch showed thatr e s i d e n t s ' b l ood l e v e l s f o r l ead were s u b s t a n t i a l l y lowerthan t h e n a t i o n a l average? [ N o p er son s r e s i d e o n R i c h a r d s o nF l a t t a i l i n g s ; th e c l o s e s t c o m m u n i t y i s 1 .5 m i l e s away a tP r o s p e c t o r S q u a r e . T h e t e s t s b y t h e A g e n c y f o r T o x i c Sub-s tance s and Dis ea s e R e g i s t r y show that r e s i d e n t s o f P r o s p e c -t o r S q u a r e s u f f e r n o h a r m f u l e f f e c t s f r o m t h e t a i l i n g s . ]
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M r . O s i k a then added tha t under E P A ' s "Make N P L S i t e sS a f e I n i t i a t i v e " p r o g r a m , E P A conduc t ed a d d i t i o n a l a i r t e s t i n g i nM a y 1992 a t t h e s i t e . E P A ' s a n a l y s i s o f t h e a i r s a m p l e s col-l e c t e d d u r i n g t h i s a ir t e s t i n g proves tha t there i s no r e l ea s e toth e air. T h i s c o n c l u s i o n i s c o n f i r m e d by the a n a l y s i s o f th ed u p l i c a t e a i r s a m p l e s p r o v i d e d t o U n i t e d P a r k b y E P A d u r i n g t h i st e s t i n g . Mr. Osika then asked why EPA p e r s i s t s in t r y i n g toscore an air r e l e a s e , when it has never documented a r e l e a s e inthe pa s t and s t i l l , t o d a y , cannot document a r e l ea s e to the air.
Other Q u e s t i o n s R e g a r d i n g E P A ' s S c o r i n g

Ms. Bele s s then s t a t e d t h a t , in order to increase thescore a t t h e R i c h a r d s o n F l a t s i t e h i g h enough t o p r o p o s e i t f o rt h e N P L , E P A combined t h e Richard son F l a t s i t e w i t h another sepa-rat e a n d d i s t i n c t s i t e : t h e f l o o d p l a i n s e d i m e n t s f l o w i n g downS i l v e r Creek f r o m P r o s p e c t o r Square. T h e f l o o d p l a i n s e d i m e n t sa r e o f s i g n i f i c a n t l y d i f f e r e n t o r i g i n , c o m p o s i t i o n ( d i f f e r e n tch emi ca l a n a l y s i s ) , l o c a t i o n , c o n t a i n m e n t , a n d o w n e r s h i p than t h eR i c h a r d s o n F l a t s i t e , and the two s i t e s s hou ld not be combined.The f l o o d p l a i n s e d i m e n t s are no t a source, bu t are s u r f a c e waters e d i m e n t s c o n t a m i n a t e d b y m i g r a t i o n f r o m u p s t r e a m a t P r o s p e c t o rS q u a r e . E P A ' s o w n r e g u l a t i o n s d o n o t a l l o w the se s e p a r a t e s i t e st o be combined. In order to a c c u r a t e l y e v a l u a t e the s i t e s , thef l o o d p l a i n s e d i m e n t s m i g r a t i n g down S i l v e r C r e e k f r o m t h e i rsource at P r o s p e c t o r S q u a r e should be s e p a r a t e d f r o m theR i c h a r d s o n F l a t s i t e and be t r e a t e d on an equal bas i s w i t h t h e i ro r i g i n a t i n g source at P r o s p e c t o r Square . Ms. Bele s s then askedwhy EPA had combined t h e s e two s e p a r a t e s i t e s .
M r . Os ika asked w h y E P A ' s a n a l y s i s assumes that a l lhazardous substances (heavy m e t a l s ) at the s i t e are f o u n d int h e i r e l e m e n t a l f o r m s ra ther than a s much l e s s t o x i c c ompounds .T h e s e trace m e t a l s ( c o p p e r , lead and a r s e n i c ) are not f o u n d int h e i r pure e l e m e n t a l f o r m s at the s i t e , but are f o u n d as muchl e s s t o x i c , s u l f i d e c ompounds .
Mr. Osika th en asked why EPA has a s sumed, f r o m i t sa e r i a l p h o t o g r a p h s , tha t t h e R i c h a r d s o n F l a t S i t e c o n t a i n s s i xm i l l i o n square f e e t o f 100% pure e l e m e n t a l t o x i c m e t a l s , when, i nf a c t , almost t h e e n t i r e s i t e ( g r e a t e r than 9 5 % ) i s composed o fc o u n t r y rock ( l i m e s t o n e and q u a r t z ) .
M r . O s i k a t h e n s t a t e d t h a t , a f t e r a g a i n p r o p o s i n gR i c h a r d s o n F l a t f o r l i s t i n g t o t h e N P L i n 1 9 9 2 , E P A p r e s e n t e d a n
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e x t e n s i v e s a m p l i n g p l a n t o U n i t e d P a r k under i t s "Make N P L S i t e sS a f e I n i t i a t i v e " program a n d s p e c i f i c a l l y r epr e s en t ed t o U n i t e dP a r k t h a t t h e s a m p l i n g p l a n wa s t o assess th e s a f e t y a t t h e s i t ea n d n o t t o addre s s U n i t e d P a r k ' s Comment s t o t h e H R S p a c k a g e .T h e n , when EPA had g a i n e d access t o th e s i t e u n d e r \ t h e "Make NPLS i t e S a f e I n i t i a t i v e " p r o g r a m , E P A b l a t a n t l y a t t e m p t e d t o d e v i a t ef r o m th e p r e s e n t e d s a m p l i n g p l a n and c o l l e c t s a m p l e s which woulds p e c i f i c a l l y a d d r e s s U n i t e d P a r k ' s Comment s ( a s do cumen t ed b yE P A ' s o w n A u g u s t 2 5 , 1992 Memorandum t o F i l e ) .
Mr. Os ika then asked why EPA f e e l s the need to g a i naccess t o t h e s i t e under f a l s e a n d m i s l e a d i n g r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s .M r . O s i k a a l s o asked why, i f E P A f e e l s t h e need t o p e r f o r m a d d i -t i o n a l s a m p l i n g i n order t o r e spond t o U n i t e d P a r k ' s C o m m e n t s ,EPA cannot be honest w i t h U n i t e d P a r k and pre s ent a s a m p l i n g p l a nfor t h i s p u r p o s e , a s EPA did in 1989 in order to r e s p o n d ' t oU n i t e d P a r k ' s Comment s c o n c e r n i n g t h e f i r s t p r o p o s e d l i s t i n g .Mr. Osika then asked why EPA f e l t i t neces sary to p e r f o r m exten-sive s a m p l i n g a t t h e s i t e under i t s "Make N P L S i t e s S a f e I n i t i a -t ive" p r o g r a m w i t h t h i s p r o p o s e d l i s t i n g , when EPA p e r f o r m e d nos a m p l i n g and made o n l y a "drive-by" review of the s i t e under thep r e v i o u s 1988 p r o p o s e d l i s t i n g .
M r . G u i m o n d asked when U n i t e d P a r k ' s c o v e r i n g o f t h et a i l i n g s would b e c o m p l e t e d .
M r . O s i k a r e s p o n d e d t h a t U n i t e d P a r k ' s p r o j e c t t o coverth e t a i l i n g s and r e v e g e t a t e t h e area w i l l p r o b a b l y b e c o m p l e t e din the summer of 1993 — or sooner, d e p e n d i n g upon wea th erc o n d i t i o n s .

A N e w C o n t a m i n a t i o n P r o b l e m Caused B y E P A M o n i t o r i n g W e l l s
Mr. Osika then s t a t e d that in recent weeks, EPA h a s _a g a i n a t t e m p t e d t o e n l a r g e t h e R i c h a r d s o n F l a t S i t e b y i n c l u d i n gt h e f o r m e r P a r k C i t y M u n i c i p a l L a n d f i l l w i t h i n t h e b o u n d a r i e s o ft h e s i t e . T h e l a n d f i l l , used b y Park C i t y d u r i n g t h e 1 9 7 0 ' s a n de a r l y 1 9 8 0 ' s , w a s r e c o n t o u r e d , covered w i t h t o p s o i l a n dr e v e g e t a t e d by the Bureau o f R e c l a m a t i o n and the U t a h D e p a r t m e n to f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n in o rd er t o c on s t ruc t th e n ew U. S. H i g h w a y 40t h r o u g h t h e f o r m e r l a n d f i l l .
M r . O s i k a s t a t e d t h a t i n J u n e 1 9 9 2 , E P A ' s c o n t r a c t o r ,E & E , under E P A ' s " M a k e N P L S i t e s S a f e I n i t i a t i v e " p r o g r a m ,d r i l l e d a m o n i t o r i n g w e l l d i r e c t l y through t h e l a n d f i l l a n d
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breached the i m p e r v i o u s c l a y layer w h i c h had f o r m e d a c on t inuou sb a r r i e r between t h e l a n d f i l l m a t e r i a l s a n d t h e g r o u n d w a t e r .E P A ' s c o n t r a c t o r d i d n o t r e p l a c e t h i s i m p e r v i o u s barr i e r d u r i n gw e l l c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d c o m p l e t i o n . T h e r e f o r e , t h e u n d e r l y i n gg r o u n d w a t e r could f l o w up th e w e l l under p r e s s u r e and i n t o th ebase o f t h e f o r m e r l y d r y l a n d f i l l . W h e n t h i s water d i s c h a r g e sf r o m t h e base o f t h e l a n d f i l l , e i t h e r a s s p r i n g s o r t o S i l v e rC r e e k , i t would be c o n t a m i n a t e d by w h a t e v e r i s in the l a n d f i l l .L i k e w i s e , when w a t e r f r o m r a i n f a l l a n d / o r snow-melt p e r c o l a t e sdown t h r o u g h t h e l a n d f i l l a n d f l o w s down t h r o u g h t h e w e l l s i n t ot h e g r o u n d w a t e r , t h e g r o u n d w a t e r b e l ow t h e i m p e r v i o u s c l a y l a y e rwould be c o n t a m i n a t e d by wha t ev er i s in the l a n d f i l l .
M r . Os ika s t a t e d tha t E P A v i o l a t e d i t s o w n g u i d e l i n e sb y d r i l l i n g t h e m o n i t o r i n g w e l l w i t h i n t h e l a n d f i l l area. P r i o rt o t h e i n s t a l l a t i o n o f t h e w e l l , t h e l a n d f i l l w a s i s o l a t e d f r o mt h e g r o u n d w a t e r sy s t em. E P A ' s c o n t r a c t o r h a s n o w breached t h i sn a t u r a l c o m p a c t e d c l a y b a r r i e r , and EPA and i t s c o n t r a c t o r are,t h u s , r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e en su ing p o t e n t i a l g r o u n d w a t e r a n d sur-f a c e wat er c o n t a m i n a t i o n . Mr. O s i k a then asked what EPA p l a n s t odo to remedy t h i s c o n t a m i n a t i o n p r o b l e m which has been caused byEPA and i t s c o n t r a c t o r . Mr. Osika a l s o asked w h e t h e r EPA wouldnow a t t e m p t t o b lame U n i t e d P a r k and o t h e r p a r t i e s f o r t h i s con-t a m i n a t i o n caused by EPA and its c o n t r a c t o r .
M r . G u i m o n d s t a t e d tha t E P A R e g i o n V I I I i s r e v i e w i n gt h e s e i s sues i n order t o a d d r e s s U n i t e d P a r k ' s concerns r e g a r d i n gt h e m o n i t o r i n g w e l l s d r i l l e d i n t h e l a n d f i l l .

C o n c l u s i o n
M s . B e l e s s t h en s t a t e d tha t U n i t e d P a r k ' s concern i st ha t EPA w i l l cause m i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s to be sp en t on a R e m e d i a lI n v e s t i g a t i o n / F e a s i b i l i t y S t u d y a t t h e R i c h a r d s o n F l a t s i t eb e f o r e E P A h a s even read a n d a d d r e s s e d U n i t e d P a r k ' s d e t a i l e d ,s u b s t a n t i v e Comment s i n o p p o s i t i o n t o l i s t i n g t h e s i t e . T h i smoney need not b e e x p e n d e d i f EPA were to f i r s t a d d r e s s U n i t e dP a r k ' s Comment s .
M s . Bele s s then e x p l a i n e d t h a t , a s o f t h i s d a t e , t h eR e g i o n V I I I p r o j e c t manager f o r t h e s i t e h a d t o l d h e r tha t h e h a dn o t read U n i t e d P a r k ' s C o m m e n t s . M s . B e l e s s t h e n asked i f t h e r ewere a n y i n c e n t i v e f o r a p r o j e c t manager t o d e l i s t t h e s i t e ,s ince he would o n l y receive a bonus if he saw the s i t e t h r o u g ht h e l i s t i n g a n d r e m e d i a t i o n p r o c e s s e s .
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M r . Guimond assured M s . ' Bele s s tha t t h i s w a s n o t ' t h ecase, but t h a t i n c e n t i v e s were s ome t ime s g i v e n to EPA p e r s o n n e lf o r s u p e r i o r p e r f o r m a n c e .
M s . B e l e s s t h en asked M r . G u i m o n d i f E P A would agreet h a t n o R e m e d i a l I n v e s t i g a t i o n s , F e a s i b i l i t y S t u d i e s , o r s i m i l a rs t u d i e s would be c o n d u c t e d at R i c h a r d s o n F l a t u n t i l such t i m e asE P A h a s r e s p o n d e d ' t o U n i t e d P a r k ' s Comments a n d h a s made a f i n a ld e c i s i o n a s t o t h e l i s t i n g o f t h e R i c h a r d s o n F l a t s i t e o n t h eN a t i o n a l P r i o r i t i e s L i s t .
M r . G u i m o n d agreed t ha t n o R e m e d i a l I n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,F e a s i b i l i t y S t u d i e s o r o t h e r a d d i t i o n a l s t u d i e s w i l l b e c o n d u c t e du n t i l such t i m e a s E P A h a s r e s p o n d e d t o U n i t e d P a r k ' s C o m m e n t sand has made a f i n a l d e c i s i o n a s t o the l i s t i n g o f the R i c h a r d s o nF l a t s i t e o n t h e N P L .
Ms. B e l e s s then r e i t e r a t e d her same q u e s t i o n , and Mr.G u i m o n d gave the same r e s p o n s e . Mr. G u i m o n d a l s o assured Ms.B e l e s s , M r . ' O s i k a a n d M r . R o t h w e l l that E P A would t h o r o u g h l y con-s i d e r U n i t e d P a r k ' s Comments b e f o r e E P A made a f i n a l d e c i s i o n a st o t h e l i s t i n g o f t h e R i c h a r d s o n F l a t s i t e o n t h e N P L . F o l l o w i n gM r . G u i m o n d ' s as surances t h e m e e t i n g ended.
The above summary o f t h e S e p t e m b e r 15 , 1992 m e e t i n gp r e s e n t s o n l y a b r i e f overview of a number of the i s sues w h i c ha r e d i s c u s s e d i n t h e Comment s o f U n i t e d P a r k C i t y M i n e s C o m p a n yin O p p o s i t i o n to Propo s ed R u l e , in the M a t t e r o f the P r o p o s e dL i s t i n g o f R i c h a r d s o n F l a t T a i l i n g s , S u m m i t C o u n t y , U t a h , o n t h eN a t i o n a l P r i o r i t i e s L i s t , d a t e d A p r i l 6 , 1 9 9 2 , a c o p y o f w h i c h i senc l o s ed h e r e w i t h .
T h a n k you, a g a i n , f o r m e e t i n g w i t h r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o fU n i t e d P a r k a n d w i t h C o n g r e s s m a n O w e n s ' A d m i n i s t r a t i v e A s s i s t a n tand for r e a s s u r i n g us t h a t the d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g pro c e s s w i l l b ef a i r l y a c c o m p l i s h e d . P l e a s e a d v i s e m e i f y o u s h o u l d require a n ya d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n f o r t h e record.

E d w i n L . O s i k a , J r .E x e c u t i v e V i c e P r e s i d e n t
E L O : j m c : 1 0 2 7 9 2 b
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E n c l o s u r e s : U n i t e d P a r k C i t y M i n e sC o m p a n y ' s Comment sP h o t o g r a p h s ( 6 )
c c: C o n g r e s s m a n W a y n e Owens ( w i t h o u t e n c l o s u r e s )J o s h u a S h e i n k m a n , A d m i n i s t r a t i v e A s s i s t a n tto C o n g r e s s m a n Owens ( w i t h o u t e n c l o s u r e s )Barbara 0. Bach ( w i t h o u t e n c l o s u r e s )W . M c G r a w , A c t i n g R e g i o n a l A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,E P A R e g i o n V I I I ( w i t h o u t e n c l o s u r e s )


